
Runaways, Coffles and Fancy Girls: A History of Slavery in Tennessee 

Bill Carey, Founder, Tennessee History for Kids and columnist, Tennessee Magazine  

Adelicia Acklen’s fortune depended in part on the enslaved people she inherited from her first husband Isaac 
Franklin. Beyond individuals, the governments of Nashville and Tennessee owned slaves. Companies of all 
types--from bag factories to homebuilders to railroads--published newspaper ads in search of slave labor.  Bill 
Carey will present  his research for Runaways, Coffles and Fancy Girls: A History of Slavery in Tennessee, and 
share his hopes that the book will change the way we learn about antebellum Tennessee history. 
 

“A STEPPING STONE TOWARDS HEAVEN”: CHARITY AND VOLUNTEERISM IN 

ADELICIA ACKLEN’S ERA  

Susannah E. Shumate, Director of Operations and Philanthropy, Belmont Mansion 
American philanthropy – “love of humankind” – is different from that in the rest of the world.  The modern 
era of American philanthropy developed in the mid- to late-nineteenth century, the very era in which Adelicia 
Acklen lived.  Join us as we learn about the growth of the charitable sector in the 1800s and how it came to 
influence the community in which we live and work. 
 
Printing the Gospel from Jesus to Billy Graham:  How Nashville 

Became the Buckle of the Bible Belt 

Steve Hoskins, Associate Professor of Religion, Trevecca Nazarene University  
Since the middle of the nineteenth century, Nashville has been the hub of religious publishing in America. The 
Southern Baptist Convention, United Methodist Church, American Baptists, Church of Christ, and African 
Methodist Episcopal denominations have each located their publishing houses and concerns in Music City. 
“Printing the Gospel from Jesus to Billy Graham” tells the stories of how Nashville became the “Buckle of the 
Bible Belt” including a world’s fair, grand buildings, important personalities, and interesting stories of 
monuments and printed artistic books and magazines that gave the gospel to the nation. 
 
Horse Breeding and Middle Tennessee Society 

Rob DeHart, Curator of History, Tennessee State Museum 
Horse breeding and racing functioned in antebellum society in a variety of ways. For the wealthy, owning fine 
horses and engaging in horse racing provided opportunities to establish status and pursue rivalries. Working 
classes used leisure time to enjoy horse sports, and most significantly, benefited from the labor provided by 
horses. For enslaved and free African Americans, the horse breeding industry provided work, some of the few 
positions available to them outside of agriculture.   
 
 

Free Fall Lecture Series 

Once again, Belmont Mansion and The Tennessee Historical Society are pleased to offer a Fall Lecture Series, 

Adelicia Acklen’s World. All events will be free and open to the public in the Grand Salon of Belmont Mansion.   

Speakers and topics are as follows: 

9.18.18 

5:30 pm 

 

 

 

9.25.18 

5:30 pm 

 

 

 

10.2.18 

 5:30 pm 

 

 

 
10.9.18 

 5:30 pm 

For more info. please call: 615-460-5459. Belmont Mansion’s GPS Address is 1700 Acklen Ave., Nashville, TN  


